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Superintendent’s Sentiments by Wade Johnson
Things to Take Away from the Pandemic
There has not been a lot to cheer and be happy about during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Our
lives have been dramatically changed for the time-being. I know some people who have been
seriously ill during this time. This article is not to say the pandemic has been a good thing –
it has not - just that there are some things at school that have changed that will be positives in
the post-pandemic period.
At this time, we are restricted by the Minnesota Department of Health to the number of fans we have at our
indoor basketball games this winter. Because of this, we bought a camera from a company called HUDL. The
camera runs on its own, has a scoreboard in the corner, turns on/off when it is programmed, and is extremely
high quality. It allows us to get game video automatically for our coaches, as well.
Our fans can watch Tiger basketball games live from Bill Rose Gymnasium at home on YouTube Live by
searching for our channel – Rothsay Athletics. In the future, we plan to livestream our football, volleyball, and
softball games as well and look forward to doing so. You can check our schoolinfoapp for rosters so that you
know who the players are. It is not as good as being there, but it is the next best thing.

We have also changed the way we do lunch at school. We have more lunch groups, sit four at a table, and dismiss students from their table to get their lunch. It has ended lines, running, etc. and has created a more relaxed way for our students to be served lunch and eat. It has worked well.
Communication is another area in which we have improved. We are now able to target specific groups of students and parents for emails and/or texts. This has made things far better in my mind. It used to be that when
we would send out an announcement by phone, it would be followed by numerous calls at school for clarification. That has all but ended – the communication must be better.
Finally, we have had great attendance during the pandemic. Usually at this time of year, I write a newsletter
article about the need for our students to be in school. The pandemic appears to have made more people aware
of just how important it is to have our kids in school. In Rothsay, we have been fortunate to be in-person learning all year (the exception was the high school for the nine days after Thanksgiving.)
None of us can wait for the pandemic to end and take the masks off. When the pandemic ends, we will have
some good practices to take with us. Live streaming, better lunch atmosphere, enhanced communication, and
great attendance are all good things we will use in the future. Have a great month.
Sincerely,
Wade Johnson
Superintendent/HS Principal
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Principal’s Perspective by Emily Sternberg

Dear Rothsay Elementary Families,
During the month of February, we celebrate literacy at Rothsay School! “I Love
to Read Month” brings focus on reading and the importance of literacy both at
school and at home.
Here are some ways families can be involved and support reading this month at home:
1.Play Reading BINGO with your student. PreK-6 classroom teachers will be sending information home about how to play. Books and prizes will be awarded to students who participate.
2. Increase reading engagement at home. Student’s interest and progress in reading is positively affected when parents/families are engaged in reading at home.
Some ideas to engage your family further:
•Family dinner-time book talks
•Family reading time – together the same book, or together reading own books
•Valentine’s Day – books instead of candy

•Visit a library or bookstore online and make a list of books you want to read
•Designate a “books only day” and turn off all devices
Parent-teacher conferences are also in February. Mark your calendars for February 22nd and
25th , 3:45-7:30 PM. Classroom teachers will be communicating information regarding a specific date and time for your child’s conference. All conferences will be held over Zoom. Our
goal is have 100% participation in parent-teacher conferences!
Thank you for the support and encouragement you provide your student! School-home connection and engagement is a key factor in a student’s success. We are privileged to partner with
you.
Truly,

Mrs. Sternberg
PreK-6 Principal
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Counselor’s Corner by Tabitha Cadmus

For any age student: We partner with a local mental health agency, Summit
Guidance to provide additional mental health access during school hours. If
you have concerns regarding your student’s mental or emotional well-being
and feel that they would profit from involvement in therapy please contact me
at 218-867-2116 or via email at tcadmus@rothsay.k12.mn.us.
High School: Lessons on Privilege and Inclusion for grades 7-12. 11th graders
who have opted to take the ACT will begin ACT prep lessons through On To College. Students
will have a practice ACT test on March 16th, and the actual ACT will be held March 30th.
Elementary: I will be going into Pre-K through 3rd grade to focus on how the various The Zones
of Regulation feel in our bodies, after this we will discuss how we make ourselves feel better
when we are in the blue, yellow or red zones.
For 4-6th grade students, we will continue learning about mindfulness and a variety of mindfulness strategies we can use when we are feeling upset, anxious or sad.
Try It At Home: This month’s skill is a mindfulness exercise that can be used in a multitude of
ways. Mindfulness can be many things, but there are two pieces that MUST be present for
something to be considered “mindful”.
First is that it must be non-judgmental and occur in a mindset that whatever happens is okay.
Second, is that it must be focused on the present. It is very easy to be distracted by thoughts of
the past or the future which can both cause us anxiety; but when we focus on the present we are
more likely to remain calm and in control. Much of mindfulness involves use of the senses, as
using the senses helps us fulfill both of the mindfulness requirements. Today’s exercise is included in this as well, it is an exercise in taste.
For this exercise, you will need some kind of candy (chocolate or M&Ms work great) or gum.
Simply put the candy/gum in your mouth and focus on how it tastes and feels in your mouth. If
you move it around your mouth, it may taste differently. How does it feel in your mouth? Chocolate is great because it melts, but it is also possible to use your mouth to feel how different textures feel. When I do this exercise with classes I usually use M&Ms and each student gets a
handful. I have students put one M&M in their mouth at a time and before doing so, I have
them smell it and encourage them to observe how the candy melts in their hands as well. It also
can be a nice exercise in self-control as well, since they only put one candy at a time in their
mouths. This exercise is fun and students usually tend to enjoy it. I hope your family enjoys it
and that it serves as a good introduction to mindfulness techniques that we can all benefit from.
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Maddyx Vondra ~ 6th Grade
Maddyx has handled the constant changes of the school year with a
fantastic attitude, a strong work ethic, and a great sense of humor.
He works hard to make sure his assignments are completed and
done well. He is not only willing to participate but to go over and
above what is expected. He is a good friend and a wonderful student
to have in class.

Josh Honer ~ 8th Grade
He is on time to class, he works hard and has the determination to work through hard material to be the
best he can, He’s respectful and kind to others, has a
great attitude on a daily basis, and is very responsible. I really enjoy having him in my class!

Allison Phillips

Responsible Tigers are 7-12 grade students that
have no missing assignments and no tardies for
the month. Students are to stop in the office
and enter the drawing. This month’s winners
are…….

Andrea Phillips
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2021 Spelling Bee
Winner Andrea Phillips (left)

Runner up Destynee Wolf (right)
CONGRATULATIONS

Andrea Phillips will be advancing to the next level of the spelling bee
competition. She will attend the Lakes Country Service Cooperative
(LCSC) Region Spelling Bee. The LCSC Region spelling bee will be administered via the ONLINE TESTING PLATFORM.
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7th Grade

Ethan Turchin

Brooklyn Weiers

Hayden Emery

Grace Carlsrud

8th Grade

9th Grade

Katelyn Reber

Bethany Danielson

Landon Bjornstad

Zachary Christ

Madison Tillman

Kaje Kircher

Preston Curtis

Matthew Danielson

11th Grade

Brennan Kort

Addison Fetterer

Barrett Dilbeck

Emily Anderson

Isabelle Larson

Joshua Honer

Payton Kadel

Tanner Heier

Kallie Leininger

Lisa Kjelgaard

Carson Weiers

12th Grade

Lauren Reber

Summer Martin

10th Grade

Ethan Bennett

Chelsea Stowe

Claire Metzger

Wylie Brenden

Colby Larson

Savannah Sullivan

Allison Phillips

Kenadi Carlsrud

Grace Lider

McKenzie Tillman

Andrea Phillips

Jacob Christenson

Jazmyn Peterson

7th Grade

Mason Olson

9th Grade

11th Grade

Delilah Henderson

Khia Toso

Mark Carrillo

Samuel Danielson

Hudson Herda

8th Grade

Ethan Olson

Lillian Krupich

Tristan Hofer

Grace Erickson

10th Grade

12th Grade

Karson Jensen

Colton Harrom

Lilly Wheelright

Easton Kort

Siri Klossner

Emma AndersonBuckingham

Nathan Kroeplin-Oien

Curits Opsahl

Hadley Marquardt

Jeffrey Rasmusson

Karsyn Zilmer

Adriana Willits
Alivia Zilmer
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THIS and THAT……
School Board Meeting
Meeting time has been switched to 6:30 am starting in February and every month there after.

Quarter 3 Midterm
The halfway mark of third quarter is February 12th. Midterms will be emailed out the following
week. Please make sure your info is up to date in JMC to ensure you receive them.

Snoball
Snoball has been postponed. Details to follow at a later date and time.

No School
There will be no school on Monday, February 15th.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Mark your calendars for February 22nd and 25th, 3:45-7:30 PM. Classroom teachers will be communicating information regarding a specific date and time for your child’s conference. All conferences will be held over Zoom. Our goal is have 100% participation in parent-teacher conferences!

Live Steaming of Basketball games
Home Games played in the Bill Rose Gymnasium visit: www.youtube.com ~ Search:
Rothsay Athletics. Don’t forget to subscribe!
OR
Www.littleeightconference.org ~ Rothsay Public Schools (located on the right)
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Message from the District Assessment Coordinator

Rothsay School Families,
Students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, and 11 will participate in the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) in April. Please make every effort to ensure your student is in attendance on all
scheduled testing days.
April 6-8 – MCA Reading 5th, 6th, 10th Grades
April 13-16 – MCA Reading 3rd, 4th , 7th Grades; MCA Math, 8th Grade
April 20-23 – MCA Math 3rd, 4th, 7th Grades; MCA Reading 8th Grade
April 27-April 30 –MCA Math 5th, 6th, 11th Grades; MCA Science 8th Grade
May 4-May 7 – MCA Science 5th, HS (10th) Grades
The district testing calendar and detailed information is posted on the Rothsay School website,
www.rothsay.k12.mn.us.
If you have any questions concerning Rothsay School District assessments, contact:
Emily Sternberg, District Assessment Coordinator (DAC)
Email: esternberg@rothsaystaff.org
Phone: 218-867-2116, ext. 2903.
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Left to Right: Cindy Blair, Jesse Weets, Wanda Zimmerman, Micki Curtis, Grant Stramer,
James Boots, Kendra Nord, Dawn Klossner, Stacy Wigdahl
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ROTHSAY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 850

December 14, 2020, Board of Education Regular Meeting

Page 1

The Board of Education of Rothsay Independent School District 850 held its regular meeting on December 14,
2020, in the Performance Gym at the school. Chairman Justin Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
Board members Kevin Brenden, John Reber, David Simmer, Mike Metzger and Jessi Colby were present with
Superintendent/HS Principal Wade Johnson, Elementary Principal Emily Sternberg, District Secretary/
Bookkeeper Diane Haugrud, and Business Manager Neil Kusler in attendance from the school’s administration.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Neil Kusler conducted the levy hearing and tax presentation for the next fiscal year.
Superintendent Johnson read the mission statement, “To prepare our students to become responsible citizens
and life-long learners.”
David Simmer gave the board reflection for the month.
Brenden made a motion to approve the agenda (Reber second) which carried on vote.
Simmer moved to approve the full minutes of the regular November meeting with two corrections noted; Colby seconded this motion, which carried on vote. The school mailer and the Rothsay Regional Report will publish the minutes.
Reber made a motion, which carried on vote following Metzger&#39;s second, to approve the financial reports
and to authorize the fiscal agent for ISD 850 to pay accounts payable and hand payables in the following
amounts: General Fund - $179,466.015, Food Service - $10,325.30, Community Service - $4,001.87, Construction - $.00, Student Activity - $590.86 total- $194,384.18. It was reported that the student activity account
balance stands at $105,497.09.
The Superintendent/Principal’s report was presented by Wade Johnson. Highlights included and update on distance learning, class schedules being altered to accommodate the mandated additional 30 minute prep time for
all teachers, and updates on the learning model decision-making with inputs from local data, school data and
public health departments. It was reported that changes have been made to the COVID dashboard (posted to
the school’s website) and that a survey has been sent out to all staff soliciting opinions on voluntary receipt of
the COVID vaccine when it becomes available to educators. Following the holiday break, administration is
planning to resume the school year with in-person learning. Mr. Johnson informed the board that the Chromebooks previously ordered will not likely be shipped until May (he will continue to work with Loffler to see if
the order can be expedited).
Mr. Johnson also gave the Activities Director report. Discussion focused on the Pheasant Conference rejecting
the application of the Softball Team to join. He will continue to pursue this effort and keep the board in the
loop. The Football field project is scheduled to start in the next week or two with Otter Tail Power setting the
light poles at the new field (at no cost to the school).
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Emily Sternberg gave the Elementary Principal’s report informing the board about the effectiveness of the Professional Learning Community despite the challenges of COVID-19 and that she has received very positive feedback from the staff on the extra 30 minutes of prep time scheduled into each day. It was reported that elementary
conferences via Zoom had over 90% attendance for PreK - 6th grade.
An update was provided highlighting the number of pupils who have been quarantined as of December 1 st compared to present day (data had indicated a large decrease). Mrs. Sternberg also discussed and explained the current COVID criteria, regulations, and guidelines currently practiced in grades PreK -6th .
The Technology Report was reviewed by all in attendance. Notable items included the delay in Chromebooks and
other hardware associated with distance learning, deployment of staff computers, and use of Adobe Suite for the
Yearbook crew.
Mrs. Sternberg presented the Tiny Tigers/TCC Report and provided the board with the exciting news that the Tiny Tigers/TCC programs have been awarded over $38,000 in grants this past semester.
The Preschool Report was reviewed by all in attendance. Notable items included the current enrollment (54 students), preschool screenings, and an update on the virtual parent teacher conferences (perfect attendance via
Zoom).

No Board Committees met this past month.
Enrollment was reported at 283 pupils.
Colby moved to approve the Administrative Assistant Contract with Tulsa Kugler as presented. Simmer seconded
the motion which unanimously carried on vote.
Reber moved to accept TCC resignations from Jeanne DeFries and Kristen Kidder. Metzger seconded the motion
which unanimously carried on vote.
Brenden moved to approve the World’s Best Workforce Report as presented. Metzger seconded the motion
which unanimously carried on vote.

Reber moved to set the 2020 payable 2021 Levy at a sum of $1,423,940.26. Metzger seconded Brenden moved to
approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Rothsay Federation of
Teachers regarding the additional 30 minutes of prep time to the Master Agreement. Metzger seconded the motion which unanimously carried on vote.
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Metzger moved to change the ticket prices to $5.00 for the 2020-2021 basketball season for all fans/attendees.
Simmer seconded the motion which unanimously carried on vote.
Brenden moved to approve the Resolution Establishing Combined Polling Places for Multiple Precincts and
Designating Hours During Which the Polling Places Will Remain Open For Voting.
For School District Elections Not Held On the Day Of A Statewide Election. Reber seconded this motion. A
roll call vote was taken with the following voting in favor: Brenden, Reber, Simmer, Colby, Metzger, and Phillips; Voting against: None. Whereas the said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Mike Metzger, Clerk
Approved January 11, 2021

School Board Members
Kevin Brenden

Mike Metzger

Justin Phillips

Jessie Colby

John Reber

David Simmer
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