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Scenario One:

Scenario Two:

Scenario Three:

In-Person Learning

Hybrid Learning

Distance Learning

In-person instruction as
we have done in the past
with added safety
measures to keep our
students safe

A mixture of types of
learning that would
include reducing
classrooms and buses to
50% capacity. With the
expected staffing and
enrollment, students will
be in school five days a
week.

Teacher-led Instruction
at with the student
learning from home. HS
students will follow their
schedule through the
day.

August 17, 2020
Parents of Rothsay Public School Students:
Attached is the Rothsay Return to School plan. As you are all aware from last week’s letter, at this time
Rothsay school plans to return to school in an in-person mode. We have made a lot of changes to our
school to keep things safer for our children – it is not business as usual.
Parents have the option to have their children educated in our school building or in a distance learning
model. Please access JMC to register your child by Wednesday, so that we can have things in order by
Monday’s open house. Feel free to contact the office at 218-867-2116, if you have problems accessing
the registration questions.
A key component of the Rothsay 7th through 12th grade distance learning is that students will be
expected to be in class (cameras will be in the rooms during instructional time, not during work time) at
the times when those classes take place. If students miss class – they will be counted absent and then
will be able to access video to make up the class. The absence will be counted as in any other school
day. Students will follow their schedule throughout the day and access their work through Google
Classroom.
Parents of elementary students wondering what distance learning will look like can contact Mrs.
Sternberg (218-867-2116) as each elementary classroom will have a different look for distance learning,
depending on the age of the children.
For planning purposes, we are asking that parents log into JMC and choose a mode of learning for their
child so that we can make plans as to how many students are in class. Our expectations would be that if
a parent chooses distance learning for their child – the child will remain in distance learning for at least
the first quarter. Moving students back and forth between models may have a negative effect on the
social distancing we have put in place in our schools.
Also, expect that we will be following the governor’s executive order regarding masks. Students in K-12
will be wearing masks – guidelines are contained in the Rothsay Public School Emergency Mask Policy. A
link to this is provided at the end of the Return to School Plan. Finally, please remember that the Return
to School Plan is a working document and changes could be made to it at any time. Have a great week
and thank you for having your children in our school – we look forward to seeing them again!
Sincerely,

Wade Johnson
Superintendent/HS Principal
Rothsay Public School

REPORTING SYMPTOMS
AND EXPOSURE

•Parents will be responsible for reporting daily to the school the
presence of any symptoms (see below in the screening questions) in
students, or possible COVID-19 exposure. Quarantine requirements
as outlined by the Minnesota Department of Health must be
followed.
Students will be asked if they are experiencing any symptoms at
the start of each school day:
•Fever or feeling feverish?
•Chills?
•A new cough?
•Shortness of breath?
•A new sore throat?
•New muscle aches?
•New headache?
•Loss of smell or taste?
Situations regarding COVID-19 will all be handled after
receiving guidance from the Wilkin County Public Health
Department.

ROTHSAY PUBLIC SCHOOL
PLAN FOR IN-PERSON LEARNING – UPDATED AUGUST 31

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES
•

Parents and students will be notified of a change to in-person learning by JMC notification, email,
and schoolinfoapp.

•

Major communication will be done by the same means.

•

The documents associated with in-person learning will be posted on our website.

•

Provide parents with Summit contact information for mental health needs.

ROTHSAY SCHOOL RESPONSIBILITIES
•

Students will be screened on a Google Form each morning.

•

Students, teachers, administration, and support staff must wear facemasks.

•

No more than twenty students in a classroom, when possible.

•

Plexiglass barriers in the office.

•

Disinfectant wipes in each classroom.

•

Disinfectant wipes in random locations.

•

Each classroom will be disinfected during the day.

•

No large assemblies.

•

One-way stairways for high school students during passing times.

•

Video conferencing with parents whenever possible. Examples would be conferences and IEP
meetings.

•

The handrails will be wiped down between class periods.

•

Outdoor activities will be held whenever possible.

•

Outdoor classes will be held whenever possible.

•

Assigned seats at lunch.

•

Eat in “pods”

•

HS students will eat in shifts with and “A” and a “B” lunch.

•

Students will be given a handwashing break (at a minimum) in the morning and afternoon.

•

No sensory tables.

•

Students kept in same grade “pods” during classes, if possible.

ROTHSAY SCHOOL STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES
•

Staff will be screened on a Google Form each morning.

IN-PERSON LEARNING PLAN CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE…

•

Staff will remain home if cough/fever/etc.

•

Staff will eat in their classrooms – no more than 4 people in the work/breal room.

•

Music teacher moves to classrooms.

•

If there is a COVID-19 case(s) – Wilkin County Public Health and/or MDE will be immediately
contacted to follow the most current guidelines on how to proceed.

•

Staff will be educated on all procedures during the teacher workshop on September 1.

ROTHSAY BUS RESPONSIBILITIES
•

Safe Routes
Bus at 50% capacity or less

•
•
•

Safe Drivers
Drivers wearing masks
When sick, stay home
Daily screening prior to leaving on the route.

•
•
•

Safe Ride
Students wearing masks
No students seated directly behind the driver
ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD or DRINKS passed around or consumed on the bus
Bus Garage

•
•

Each bus will be disinfected after each route
Seats, driver area, entry handrail, entry door area, clean break areas constantly, clean restrooms
constantly, and encourage good hygiene

•

Discourage community donuts, snacks and other food and keep hanging out to a minimum.

PARENT/STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
•

Parents will screen their children prior to leaving for school. A list of screening questions will be
given to parents at Open House night.

•

Parents will remain outside the school at pick up and drop off times.

•

Parents will communicate if their child has contracted Covid-19.

•

Contact the school if you have an idea to help us improve our plan.

•

Contact the school counselor or Summit if your child is experiencing mental health problems.

IN THE EVENT OF A COVID-19 CASE/EXPOSURE
•

Wilkin County Public Health will be immediately consulted on the plan of action

ROTHSAY PUBLIC SCHOOL – HYBRID LEARNING PLAN
AUGUST 31 UPDATE
*If Rothsay school goes to a hybrid plan, following are the plans:

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES
•

Parents and students will be notified of a change to hybrid learning by JMC notification, email,
and schoolinfoapp.

•

Major communication will be done by the same means.

•

The documents associated with hybrid learning will be posted on our website.

•

Provide parents with Summit contact information for mental health needs.

NUTRITION
•

Students will be able to access school lunches and breakfasts at school.

INTERNET AND DEVICE ACCESS
•
•

We will continue to survey our parents and do everything in our power to be sure that all students
have WiFi access and that all students grades 3-12 have a chromebook.
Loffler will continue to provide support for those computers.

ROTHSAY SCHOOL RESPONSIBILITIES
•

Students will be screened on a Google Form each morning.

•

Students, teachers, administration, and support staff must wear facemasks.

•

Social distancing of six feet between students in classrooms.

•

Plexiglass barriers in the office.

•

Disinfectant wipes in each classroom.

•

Disinfectant wipes in random locations.

•

Each classroom will be disinfected during the day.

•

No large assemblies.

•

One-way stairways for high school students during passing times.

•

Video conferencing with parents whenever possible. Examples would be conferences and IEP
meetings.

•

The handrails will be wiped down between class periods.

•

Outdoor activities will be held whenever possible.

•

Outdoor classes will be held whenever possible.

•

Assigned seats at lunch.

•

Eat in “pods”

HYBRID LEARNING PLAN CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE…

•

HS students will eat in shifts with and “A” and a “B” lunch.

•

Students will be given a handwashing break (at a minimum) in the morning and afternoon.

•

No sensory tables.

•

Provide parents with Summit contact information for mental health needs.

•

Students kept in same grade “pods” during classes, if possible.

TRANSPORTATION
•

Safe Routes
Bus at 50% capacity or less

•
•
•

Safe Drivers
Drivers wearing masks
When sick, stay home
Daily screening prior to leaving on the route.

•
•
•

Safe Ride
Students wearing masks
No students seated directly behind the driver
ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD or DRINKS passed around or consumed on the bus
Bus Garage

•
•

Each bus will be disinfected after each route
Seats, driver area, entry handrail, entry door area, clean break areas constantly, clean restrooms
constantly, and encourage good hygiene

•

Discourage community donuts, snacks and other food and keep hanging out to a minimum.

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
•

Parents will contact the school counselor or Summit if your child is experiencing mental health
problems.

STUDENTS RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
•

Rothsay school will continue to follow the IEP.

ATTENDANCE AND MEMBERSHIP
•

Attendance will continue to be kept.

GRADING
•

Grading will continue to be the traditional A-F

HYBRID LEARNING PLAN CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE…

MASTER SCHEDULE
•

High School students will follow their regular schedule – room assignments may change to
accommodate social distancing.

IN THE EVENT OF A COVID-19 CASE/EXPOSURE
•

Wilkin County Public Health will be immediately consulted on the plan of action

ROTHSAY PUBLIC SCHOOL – DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN
AUGUST 31 UPDATE
*If Rothsay school goes to a distance learning plan, following are the plans:

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES
•

Parents and students will be notified of a change to distance learning by JMC notification, email,
and schoolinfoapp

•

Major communication will be done by the same means.

•

The documents associated with distance learning will be posted on our website.

•

Teachers at the high school level will contact students once each day of class. Elementary
teachers will contact students (in younger grades through parents) each day.

•

Provide parents with Summit contact information for mental health needs.

NUTRITION
•
•

Students will be able to access school lunches and breakfasts by delivery. Prices of lunch and
breakfast will remain the same as when school is in session.
Parents seeking meals must call 218-867-2116. If there is a switch to distance learning, the most
current information on nutrition will be sent by JMC and Schoolinfoapp.

INTERNET AND DEVICE ACCESS
•
•

We will continue to survey our parents and do everything in our power to be sure that all students
have WiFi access and that all students grades 3-12 have a chromebook.
Loffler will continue to provide support for those computers.

TRANSPORTATION
•

There will be no transportation during distance learning unless it is IEP-specific.

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
•

Parents will contact the school counselor or Summit if your child is experiencing mental health
problems.

•

Teachers will refer students who appear to have trouble to the counselor.

STUDENTS RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
•

Rothsay school will continue to follow the IEP or the Contingency Learning Plan.

DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE…

ATTENDANCE AND MEMBERSHIP
•

Attendance will continue to be kept and up to date on JMC.

GRADING
•

Grading will continue to be the traditional A-F.

MASTER SCHEDULE
•

The High School will be on a block schedule. With hours 1,3,5 and 7 on “A” days and 2,4,6,
WIN on “B” days – this is if the entire school is on distance learning. For distance learning while
the school is in-person or hybrid, those individuals will follow the regular daily schedule by
zoom.

IN THE EVENT OF A COVID-19 CASE/EXPOSURE
•

Wilkin County Public Health will be immediately consulted on the plan of action

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Programming and Services
Special Education and related services are based on individual student needs as
determined by the individual education program (IEP) team and as documented in the
IEP or 504 plan.

Environments
Access to education will meet physical distancing guidance while meeting the needs
of individual students.

Communication
Ongoing and systematic communication from school to staff and families will remain a
high priority throughout he three scenarios.

Rothsay Mask Policy

https://www.rothsay.k12.mn.us/docs/d
istrict/808%20%20emergency%20face%20covering%2
0policy.pdf?id=714

